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INTRODUCTION
Are you considering applying for an Australia Awards in Mongolia, formerly known as Mongolia
Australia Scholarship Program (MASP), scholarship for study in Australia to contribute to the
development of you, your organization, your hometown and your country, or have you just been
accepted as a successful candidate?
If you answered yes to the question above, you might get some useful information from this paper
related to your purpose.
We are students who applied for Australia Awards in Mongolia in 2012 and have been accepted to
take up a scholarship in January 2014 and we are very happy to have this opportunity to share our
experience and suggestions with you. We hope that our suggestions will help you to some extent
because we started out with an IELTS score 5-6 overall which met the requirement for the scholarship
application when we submitted our application form and documents for Austraila Awards in Mongolia.
After being ranked as awardees, we participated in the Australia Awards in Mongolia English language
training program at the Institute of Education and Training, which was funded by MASP, to achieve
the IELTS score of 6.5 or above to meet the requirements of universities in Australia.

The Students of APCO course, 2013 with teacher Liza Pezzano
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WHAT IS AUSTRALIA AWARDS IN MONGOLIA?
In 1993, twenty years ago, the Australian and Mongolian government signed an MOU on enhancing
capacity of human resources of the public and private sectors. In July 2008 the then MASP office (now
Australia Awards in Mongolia) was opened and since then it has been successfully providing assistance
for its applicants throughout the scholarship procedure (provides advice, offers English language
courses, helps with Australian university enrolments and visa and mobilization arrangements). Since
the office opened its official operation as MASP 5 years ago, 163 people have been awarded the
scholarship.
WHAT SHOULD YOU KNOW BEFORE APPLYING FOR THE PROGRAM?
There are a few things that one needs to know before applying for the scholarship program including
information sources, the list of required documents and the important things to know about the
preparation of those documents. Brief suggestions are provided below.
How to get information about the program
The main and official sources of information are the website of the Australia Awards in Mongolia,
www.masp.mn and the office. The website is in English, and it includes an introduction to the
program, application process, students’ success stories, up-to-date news, frequently asked questions
with answers and contact. In the contact section, telephone number, email address and location of the
office can be found so that applicants go to the office to enquire in person.
Another resource, but not formal, is to talk to your acquaintances who have won this scholarship and
studied in Australia. However, the information gathered this way should be considered as general and
more like advice, since the program may update its policy and procedures every year, more or less.
How to prepare the required documents
As mentioned above the policy and procedure of the program may change annually. Thus, there is
no fixed list of required documents. However, a bachelor degree qualification, evidence of an official
IELTS test score, proof of two years full-time continuous employment with the same/current employer
at the time of application, applicant’s action plan or essay and preference of two universities are
usually required.
Action plan/essay
Since the scholarship is based on an agreement between the two governments, Australian and
Mongolian, your contribution to your organization’s and Mongolia’s development after studying in
Australia is considered essential. Therefore, applicants need to be clear about their future career, how
closely it is related to the goal of the organizations for which they work and in what ways studying
in Australia will help them to achieve the planned career in their action plan or essay. Furthermore,
how coherent and cohesive your action plan/essay is, how well written in English and whether all the
questions that you are asked to answer have been covered or not could also show your ability and
competency. Therefore, it is worth putting time and effort into writing a good action plan/essay.
If IELTS score needed
If you are intending to apply for the Australian Award scholarship for Mongolia, you may be required
to have an IELTS score 5 or above. Thus, you need to take the IELTS exam before you submit your
materials. Depending on the level of your English and knowledge about the exam, you should make
sure that you have ample time to get the score before the scholarship application deadline. If you are
not familiar with the IELTS exam, it is a good idea to attend an IELTS preparation course to have a
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clear understanding of the exam and to obtain skills and methods. Moreover, to do a Masters degree
in an Australian university, an overall IELTS score of 6.5 and no band less than 6 is usually required.
Choosing a course and university
When you complete the application, from our experience, you are asked to write the name of the
course and two universities where you would like to study (first and second choice). You should
consider the courses and the universities very well before you complete the application because after
you submit your application, it might be very difficult to change your first choices or you may not
be able to change. You can get information about universities and the courses they provide through
searching on the Internet and asking people who have studied in Australia. While you are searching
for information about the courses you should check the required IELTS score for that course. Although
most courses require you to have an IELTS overall 6.5; writing 6, reading 6, speaking 6, and listening
6, some courses require an overall score of 7; writing 6.5, reading 6.5, speaking 6.5, and listening
6.5, so it is better to think about whether you can achieve that score when you choose the course. In
addition, you should look at the duration of the courses you are going to choose because some former
students chose their courses without looking at the length of study and later they realized that the
course offered only one year of study although they wanted to study for two years. Also you might
want to consider the cities and their weather and cost of living.
You could use these websites to help your search:
1.
www.australianuniversities.com.au and here you can find
		
information about universities by courses, locations, or alphabetical
		
order.
2.
http://cricos.deewr.gov.au and here you can also get information about
		
universities by courses, institutions or locations.
3.
http://www.australia.com/about.aspx and here you can find information
		
about Australian weather, cities, states, culture and history.
WHAT SHOULD YOU KNOW AFTER HAVING BEEN INFORMED THAT YOU ARE A
SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATE?
As part of the scholarship experience, the English training course, now handled by IET, is provided
for the candidates to prepare them for the IELTS exam. There is usually some time between the
start of the course and the time the applicants are informed that they have been successful in their
application. Thus, the successful candidates should know about IET and what they should do before
the commencement of the course.
What is IET?
The Institute of Education and Training (IET) is a NonGovernment Organization and was established in Ulaanbaatar,
Mongolia in 2009. IET currently runs the English Language
Training Program for AusAID’s Australian Development
Scholarship Program, now called Australia Awards in
Mongolia. IET’s “Pathway to IELTS”, English Language
Training program focuses on developing the language,
academic, intercultural and technical skills of candidates
selected by Australia Awards in Mongolia. Moreover, in
addition to building links with Mongolian universities
through its support of Mongolian English teachers, some of
The cake for 1st alumni function, whom are returned scholarship graduates, IET has links with
24/09/13 Australian universities; these include the Centre of English
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Training, University of Sydney, INSEARCH, UTS Newcastle University as well as other education
organizations such as TAFE. Also, in 2013 IET became an accredited education agent.
Studying at IET is a great opportunity to be taught English by highly professional and skilled Mongolian
and foreign teachers qualified in TESOL, EFL methodology and with IELTS or workplace training
and experience. IET also offers the following programs:
•
English for Specific Purposes
•
English in the Workplace
•
Teaching Methodology and Curriculum Development
•
Private Language Lessons
•
IELTS Preparation Course
•
Distance Learning
•
General English
If you want more information about IET please visit the IET website,
www.ietmongolia.com or phone +976 11 330083
Keep a balance between study and life
When candidates start participating in the English Language Training Program, they usually have
unfinished business related not only to their employer but also to their private life. Hence, in addition
to attending the training course, they have to manage these aspects of their life and complete their
work commitments. In some cases, this prompts them to miss their class. This has created a lot of
stress and problems for students in the past year. At the present time (2013), attendance at IET has to
be 80% and this requirement of the scholarship program is very strict. Thus, it is important to be aware
of this. Instead of dedicating your time to your unfinished business when you are attending the course,
you should concentrate on your study. You also should keep yourself healthy and keep some time for
relaxing with your family in order to reduce your stress.
It is true that keeping a balance in life is the key to success, and as the IELTS preparation is very
intensive, you need to be prepared for this.

WHAT ELSE SHOULD YOU DO WHEN STUDYING IN THE ENGLISH COURSE BESIDES
PREPARING FOR THE IELTS?
Although the main purpose of the course is to prepare students to achieve the IELTS score that the
universities they are intending to study require, there are other things worth doing while attending the
English training course.
Manage your time wisely
Keeping yourself energetic and enthusiastic during the class and course is very important to reach
your goal and encourage you and your classmates to go forward. What can be imagined if you enter
the exam room stressed and tired? It is highly likely to get worse under time pressure and exam
atmosphere. Thus, the students should always try to enjoy the class and the study, concentrate as much
as possible while studying for better results and less wasted time and have plenty of time to relax and
cheer yourself up.
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Work together
Working together and sharing experiences is
essential for achieving the required IELTS
score because people are usually good at
different skills. In this way, many useful
strategies to learn and assimilate for the exam
can be exchanged. Furthermore, to improve
the speaking skill, having discussions or
debates together could be more interesting
and effective than talking to oneself in front
of the mirror.

Some of the 2013 students working together

IET students having a fun time at camp

Take part in every activity in and out
of the class
There are many hilarious but beneficial
activities offered by IET during the
course such as a quiz nights, alumni
meeting, trips and conversation class
with volunteers. Participating in all
these events enables the participants
to expand their knowledge about
Australia, meet new people, make
friends, experience different accents
and of course, improve their English.
Most importantly, having spent lots
of time together, life-long friendships
among the students are built.

WHAT IS IELTS?
IELTS is the International English Language
Testing System, which is classified into two
versions, Academic and General Training. The
Academic IELTS is for people who want to
study or train in an English-speaking university
or institutions of Higher and Further Education.
Candidates receive scores on a Band Scale
from 1 to 9 for each part of the test – Listening,
Reading, Writing and Speaking. The structure
of IELTS is shown here.

Source: www.ieltsidpindia.com/ielts-structure.aspx
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TIPS FOR ACHIEVING HIGHER SCORE IN THE IELTS EXAM
Getting a high score in the IELTS exam may not seem very easy for many people. So, here are some
suggestions from successful candidates, which you might find useful.

TIPS FOR LISTENING SKILL

Tsetsegjargal Enkbayar
Environmental inspector
Specialized Inspection
Agency
(Listening band score 7)

I am glad to share the strategies that helped me to pass the IELTS exam
successfully.
First of all, in order to improve my listening skills, I used to watch English
movies and serials such as “Friends” and “Fringe” in my free time. If you
cannot catch some words, you should watch movies with subtitles. It also
helps you to enhance reading speed.
Before the exam, I did a full listening practice test every morning for 2
weeks after my breakfast, as advised by Burnee. This significantly helped
me to concentrate on listening in the morning. Do not forget that the
IELTS exam always starts with the listening test. After I practiced, I used
to listen again while looking at the transcripts to correct my mistakes.
Moreover, on the morning of the IELTS test, I did a listening practice
test at home before going to the exam.
Wish you success!

TIPS FOR READING SKILL
In my opinion, the grammar knowledge is fundamental for reading.
Therefore, you ought to study grammar deeply as much as possible and
read books or publications which are appropriate for your English level in
order to improve vocabulary and grammar if you have plenty of time before
taking the IELTS exam.
Also, the most crucial thing on the reading task is to manage time. There
are three passages you have to read and answer the questions within an
hour. After becoming familiar with all the types of questions and doing
some practice, you can break down your time approximately into 15 and
20 minutes for the first and second passage respectively, and 25 minutes for
the last passage which is usually considered the most difficult. Moreover,
listening to other’s experience can be fruitful for you. All in all, I am sure
that while doing a number of reading tasks you will find your own strategy
which suits you best.

Burenjargal
Otgonbaatar
Lecturer
The Institute of Finance
and Economics
(Reading band score 8.5)
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TIPS FOR WRITING SKILL

Aztushig Gendenjamts
IT Engineer
Ministry of Finance
(Writing band score 7.0)

Here are some suggestions to improve your academic writing skills
from my experience. First of all, reading good essays carefully and
studying sentence structures are a very useful way to develop your
writing skill. For instance, as I was preparing for IELTS, I read
several sample essays with 9 band score on http://ielts-simon.com/.
Furthermore, a learner should study sentence structures accurately,
especially with a good understanding of noun phrases to assist you
to create well-developed academic sentences. Certainly the most
important thing to get a high result on IELTS is practice.
While studying at the course, I learnt that in the academic writing,
writing complex and compound sentences are vital and supporting
the idea with good examples helps to overcome the problem of word
count.
Good Luck!

TIPS FOR SPEAKING SKILL
A person having a good strategy can get a higher score on the
IELTS test than a person who is excellent at English. To improve
speaking skills, you should read English books and newspapers
aloud and listen to everything such as TV and radio in English as
much as possible. Moreover, repeating or memorizing some phrases
from movies and speeches that you like helps your speaking skill.
Speaking with native English speakers whenever you have an
opportunity is a good way to improve your fluency. You should not
be afraid of making any grammar mistakes for speaking and should
just concentrate on improving your fluency. Before the exam,
you should be able to answer naturally and fluently some basic
common questions about yourself, such as your job, hometown
and accommodation. Memorizing answers naturally is a better way
but do not memorize automatically. When you take the exam, you
should feel confident and if you make mistakes in your answer,
you should correct yourself straightaway. Having the ability to use
conjunctions and conditionals is a good strategy to get a higher
score in the speaking section.
All the best!
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TIPS FROM THE STUDENTS WHO ARE NOW IN AUSTRALIA
If it is possible, learning from real, on-the-ground experience is valuable. Some of the successful
candidates from previous years, who are now studying at Australian universities, were willing to
share their experience about academic and social life in Australia and give some tips, which we find
very helpful. The tips are below.

Solongo Khurelbaatar
Australian National University
Australian Leadership Awards

Go to your school website, find
its facebook page or other social
media pages and check for updates
on the school posts, members of
its facebook page - that will give
you an initial understanding how

Erdenechimeg Myagmar
University of Sydney
Australia Awards Scholarship

multicultural your environment is going to be (in other words,
you will get to know who and which nationalities you will be
sharing courses with). Also, it will give you a rough idea about
research capacities and priorities of your school. Make sure
you set your priorities first before even choosing your school
and probably your course too. Do not be too ambitious! If you
are after a balanced life go to student-friendly universities, or
thinking to pursue Ph.D study later on, aim to go to universities
with higher requirements. Going to one of the Group 8
universities will probably offer loads of opportunities such
as internship programs, networking events, public lectures,
international conferences and a million other things that will
keep you really busy if you want to spice up your academic
life.
If you are planning to travel around Australia, you need to
carefully manage your time. Jot down places you want to visit,
decide when and look for deals. If you are lucky you can get
really cheap deals. Make sure you go to New Zealand while here.
Make best use of “Gumtree”, www.gumtree.com.au, a website
that is very handy. You can browse for jobs, accommodation,
car, bicycles, furniture, garage sales and dozens of other things
you will need as you settle down.
Chimgee has been studying at the University of Sydney since
June 2013. In an interview via Skype, she recommends the
following things as a guide to successful study in Australia.
First of all, a good understanding and knowledge about
academic writing, especially referencing and time management
is crucial, as students are usually required to submit their essays
and reports in a timely manner. Thus, in her opinion, APCO in
Mongolia can be the base of Australian educational life and
she believes that a student’s active effort and participation are
needed for the course. Moreover, she also noted that despite
having got an IELTS score of 6.5 or more, it is better to improve
the language as much as possible before going to Australia
because it is sometimes difficult to communicate with teachers
and native English speaking students.
Besides her suggestions on academic studies, she also gave
some advice on living in Australia generally. Winter time in
Australia can be quite cold since it has got much humidity in
the air, so it is better to bring some warm clothes made of wool
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and cashmere. For communication with their families in Mongolia and personal need for internet, it
is not something that students need to worry about because all mobile operators provide a package
which includes calls, internet and a mobile phone itself. For those who plan to bring their families
to Australia, it is advised to prepare their documents in Mongolia prior to coming to Australia if
the family member’s English is not strong. Lastly, when there is homesickness, meeting with other
Mongolians in the same area could be a real help as she has noticed.
Student name: Munkhtuul Sodnomtseren
University name: University of Melbourne
Scholarship: Australia Awards Scholarships
Munkhtuul is one of the successful students
from IET and has been studying in a Master’s
degree course at the University of Melbourne
in Australia since January, 2013. Now she
has become used to studying and living in
Melbourne. From her experience, seeking
accommodation was not easy and took a while,
and she faced a problem with purchasing and
delivering furniture. As there were a few of
them together (from IET) when they arrived
in Australia, they helped each other to settle
down and solved many problems together.
In her opinion, it is advisable to rent a house
close to a school or kindergarten if students
have children who need to go every day.
She recommends students should bring their
family members after their first semester
(6 months) because master’s courses are
challenging and students need time to adapt
to academic life in Australia. Students do
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not have enough time for their family in the first
semester, especially if their family members have
language problems and need to be oriented. In
addition, during the first semester doing a part-time
job is not a good choice for not only international
students but also native speakers because of the
course load.
She said that APCO was the most beneficial
course for her study because she felt it was easy
to adapt to academic life and she knew the basics
of how to write assignments thanks to it.
For personal matters, she advised future students
to bring felt slippers and cashmere clothes and if
students learnt how to do haircuts, they can save
a lot of money. Finally, she wishes good luck to
everyone who is looking for the opportunity to
study in Australia.
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A BRIEF INTRODUCTION TO THE ACADEMIC PREPARATION AND CULTURAL
ORIENTATION (APCO) COURSE
The Institute of Education and Training has been running the Academic Preparation and Cultural
Orientation course for the last 2 years on a full and part time basis for the scholarship recipients after
they have achieved the IELTS score needed. The goal of this course is to prepare students for their
academic and social life in Australia by providing academic skills and knowledge and also cultural
guidance.
As part of this occasional paper, we conducted a survey on the usefulness of the APCO course among
the students who are currently studying in Australian universities and are presenting some of the main
results of the survey that can be helpful for future students. In brief, responses were very positive
about the preparation course in Mongolia as it really helped them to adjust quickly to the Australian
environment and saved a lot of time.
SURVEY RESULTS OF THE APCO COURSE AT IET
Overall, students who participated in the survey found the APCO class in Mongolia essential and
useful for their academic and social life in Australia. From an academic point of view, all of them
emphasized that practical experience in referencing, critical reading and review, presentation skills,
academic essay and report writing, and group work were crucial for their academic studies and really
helped them to save time. For their social life in Australia, the information provided by the APCO
teachers, in particular about finding accommodation, cultural differences, transportation, pre-school
education and schooling for their children, helped them to adjust and adapt to the environment quickly.
Moreover, they have faced fewer problems with adapting not only to academic life but also social life
in Australia compared to students who had not attended APCO in Mongolia. In conclusion, it is clear
that APCO in Mongolia saved a considerable amount of time, which could have been used inefficiently
and improved their academic success, especially, in their first two semesters.
1.
Did the APCO course in Mongolia provide sufficient skills or knowledge
		
to help you to adapt to the Australian environment?
		
All students in the survey answered that by attending the course, they
		
did not face serious problems with the academic atmosphere in Australia
		
as they were taught all the essential abilities and information that they
		
need at their universities in the APCO course in Mongolia. The students
		
also found that the information about studying in Australian universities
		
which teachers provided was practical and sufficient for the students to
		
adjust to the academic environment in Australia with ease. Additionally,
		
events and activities organized by the teachers were helpful to understand
		
Australian culture and make new friends. From the responses, it is
		
clear that students are successful in their academic studies because all
		
the necessary knowledge, skills and information about academic writing
		
(essays and reports), reading, referencing, critical thinking and critical
		
review were attained through the course. Furthermore, understanding a
		
lecture, a tutorial, a presentation, and a group discussion was so valuable
		
and it helped them to succeed in their studies.
2.
Did the IAP (Introductory Academic Preparation Course) course at your
		
University provide sufficient skills or knowledge to adapt in Australian
		environment?
		
All students were satisfied with the IAP course at their universities on
		
the grounds that it definitely helped them to adapt to academic life. For
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instance, the information about Australian culture and the environment
		
made it much easier for them to settle down in Australia. In terms of
		
academic perspective, especially, the academic writing was very useful for
		
writing reports and essays.
3.
What academic and cultural difficulties did you face when you first came
		to Australia?
		
“Initiative and self reliance are everything,” said many participants of the
		
survey, which is the main difference between the Mongolian and Australian
		
education systems. In the Mongolian system, students are given more
		
direction, such as how to use the library, what books to buy, and time
		
management. Conversely, the Australian system requires much more
		
self-direction and initiative. This was the main issue for them in adapting
		
quickly to Australia. In addition, they also faced language difficulties due
		
to poor vocabulary. Coupled with the academic reading load, adaptation
		
was stressful. Almost all students found cultural immersion easy.
4.
If you had not done the APCO course in Mongolia, what problems do
		
you think you would have faced?
		
In general, almost all respondents on this question answered that the
		
APCO course has played a crucial role in their successful academic study
		
in Australia and are very grateful for having it. They believe the course
		
provided all the necessary knowledge and experience about master’s level
		
study in the Australian style. All of those who did the APCO course
		
answered that if they had not done the course, they would have encountered
		
unlimited problems with their study.
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